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A Work in Progress A Massachusetts couple with an eye for potential take a historic 
farmhouse from dilapidated to divine with necessary upgrades, 
custom features and a homey dose of country-chic decor. 

On Erika Deady-Wohlers and Nick 
Wohlers’ first visit to the long-vacant 1826-
built farmhouse that they would one day  
call home, they could both foresee huge 
potential—and an enormous amount of 
work. However, Erika notes, nothing could 
have prepared them for just how much 
energy and time would go into making the 
Granby, Massachusetts, residence not only 
livable but comfortable and welcoming, 
which she can proudly say it is today. “We 
could see the potential as soon as we walked 
in,” she recalls. “But, it was a heck of a lot 
worse than we could ever have imagined. So 
much had to be replaced!”

From building a new foundation under 
part of the house to trading a horsehair-and-
plaster mixture that once covered the walls 
for more modern insulation, the couple spent 
the 15 months following their 2001 purchase 
of the three-acre property simply getting the 
home to the point where it was habitable. 
“When we first bought the home, I would 
have liked to have been a fly on the wall  
in everybody’s car when they pulled out of 
here thinking, ‘Have they completely lost 
their minds?’ ” Erika says with a laugh. After 
filling 22 forty-yard refuse receptacles with 
debris from the house and the adjacent barn 
(which now hosts the couple’s furniture-

Erika Deady-Wohlers and Nick Wohlers’ refinished dining 
room floor once had two additional layers of flooring 
covering it, but the couple exposed the hardwood gem 
underneath. They also pulled layers of horsehair and plaster 

off the walls to reveal wood paneling, which painter Marie 
Crane-Yvon faux-finished to give it a rustic look. A pair of 
square prints and a trio of old pitchfork heads found on the 
property decorate the mantel with understated style.

Wr i t t e n  b y  E l i z a b et  h  P r e s t o n  M o r r i s s ey   u  Ph o t o g ra ph e d  a n d  S t y l e d  b y  F r an  k l i n  &  E s t h e r  s c h m i dt

Top Right: Owned by the Clark family from the early 1800s until the late 1980s, 
when it was bought and subdivided by another local farmer, Erika and Nick’s 
three-acre property features the original 1826-built farmhouse, a huge red barn 
and other assorted outbuildings.
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selling business, The Shabby Sheep), they 
moved into the Colonial-style house and got 
to work transforming each room with an 
infusion of warm country style. 

With Nick’s skills as a general contractor 
and Erika’s education in interior design and 
architecture, the pair were well-equipped to 
tackle projects large and small. For example, 
the kitchen started out as two separate 
cooking areas with a low-hung ceiling; the 
couple created a single, spacious room by 
knocking down a wall and removing the 
overhead covering to expose a pair of dormer 
windows and a roof-high cathedral ceiling. 
They made the most of the newfound space 
by installing rows of cherry cabinets Nick 
handcrafted, an expansive soapstone island, 
and a new-construction brick chimney and 
oven with custom iron doors. “We really 
tried to be respectful of the time period,” 
Erika says of their renovations. “We tried to 
pick materials, like the ceramic tile floor and 
the soapstone countertops, that would last.”

One of the first components that Erika and Nick put into the kitchen 
after replacing the foundation was the brick oven and chimney, 
which is now authentically darkened with use. They chose the 
room’s other elements, such as the neutral ceramic floor, the black 
soapstone countertops and its matching apron sink, for their timeless 

appearance. Atop the rich-toned cherry cabinets that Nick built by 
hand, metal chickens roost alongside old metal wheels that Erika 
found laying around the property. Over the back of the stainless-steel 
range, a cow accent brings barnyard flair to one of the room’s few 
modern features. 

Even Tucker gets a customized spot to call his 
own in the family’s personal touch-filled home.

Erika and Nick, joined by their daughters 
Maeley, 21 months, and Alarice, 5, and 
Tucker the German Shepherd, take a rest 
in front of the 85-foot barn that hosts 
their furniture shop, The Shabby Sheep.
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Three Ways to Get Wow-Factor Walls 
To give texture and character to the once-white walls of her recently 
revived Granby, Massachusetts, farmhouse, Erika Deady-Wohlers 
enlisted the help of faux-finisher Marie Crane-Yvon of Crane-Yvon 
Interiors. Using stencils and brushes, Marie transformed the kitchen, 
the dining room and a sitting area into inviting spaces full of life and 
interest. Here, she explains how to get the same look in your home; 
for more detailed directions, visit www.countrysamplermagazine.com 
and click on the Free Projects link under the Magazine tab.

Black painted chairs, window muntins, 
paneling and door molding ground this 
section of the kitchen and coordinate 
with the soapstone countertop in the 
cooking area. “I love the black accents,” 
Erika says. “They give the room a richer 
feel, especially at night when the lights 
are on.” A tall ladder takes advantage 
of the cathedral ceiling, and patterned 
curtains bring out the neutral hues of the 
ceramic tile floor.

Left: Colorful clothing and a bouquet 
of sunny blooms in a crock brighten up a 
black bench that Nick built for this area 
off of the home’s rear entrance. “That 
‘Welcome to Grand Central Station’ sign 
is pretty typical around here,” Erika 
says of her high-traffic home, which 
frequently receives visits from family, 
friends and even curious passersby. “It’s 
just an old farmhouse, and people love 
coming here.”

From the red-striped sofa dotted with patterned pillows 
to the unique ball-adorned sticks filling a Mexican urn, a 
sitting area near the rear entrance is awash in a rainbow 
of accents. The festive furnishings pop against faux-
finished drywall and a backdrop of wood paneling that 
Marie stenciled. The delicate pattern is reflected in a 
mirror from Erika’s shop that she propped up on an old 
easel in the corner to fill empty space. 

1. 2. 3.

1. Antiquing: Marie reinvented Erika’s high-reaching kitchen walls 
with an antiquing technique, a faux finish that she considers a timeless 
classic. To get the look, she basecoated the walls a buttery yellow and 
then brushed on a spice-hued water-based glaze in a cloud-like pattern. 
She used a smaller angled brush to get the effect, and then softened the 
appearance by dry-brushing over the glaze with a larger stain brush. 
Antiquing can take some practice to get right, so Marie recommends 
trying out your skills on a piece of poster board or inside a closet before 
starting on your walls. “This technique is best done with a pal,” Marie 
advises. “And, timing and temperature are also important, so keep the 
room at about 60 degrees Fahrenheit, if possible.”

2. Stenciling: Marie revitalized the vertical wood paneling on one 
wall of the sitting area near the home’s rear entrance with a delicate 
four-point pattern that she aged for a timeworn feel. To achieve the well-

weathered look, she applied the stencil with a mixture of latex paint and 
water-based polyurethane, let it dry, and then distressed it with fine-grit 
sandpaper and an amber stain. A topcoat of wipeable polyurethane 
applied with an old brush completed the project. “The patina is achieved 
with these many layers,” Marie explains, “especially the amber glow of 
the oil in the final coat of polyurethane.”

3. Plastering: In the dining room, Marie revamped the walls above 
the wainscoting with a troweled-on plaster called LusterStone (available 
from Faux Effects International, www.fauxfx.com). She mixed two colors 
of plaster, Champagne Mist and Charred Gold, and applied them in 
several thin layers over a base coat of eggshell-finish latex paint whose 
color was custom matched to the plaster. “Although this technique is 
time-consuming, the beautiful end result will be as smooth as glass with 
the look of velvet, a balance of earthy and elegant,” Marie says.
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Other rooms underwent similar overhauls, 
including a gutted bathroom under the 
stairs, a rustic dining room with refinished 
original hardwood floors, and a sitting area 
near the rear entrance that, like most other 
spaces in the house, received a faux-finish 
treatment from painter Marie Crane-Yvon. 
“Marie has got an incredible eye, and she’s 
offered a lot of support,” Erika says, giving 
the artist credit for transforming once-white 
walls and trimwork in several spaces with 
aging glazes, troweled-on plaster finishes 
and distressed stenciling to create the home’s 
one-of-a-kind atmosphere.

Now that Nick and Erika have skillfully 
completed the downstairs renovation, it’s on 
to the upstairs. Destined to have three 
bedrooms someday, the unfinished space 
currently only hosts Erika’s sewing room, 
where she stitches tutu-inspired girls’ shirts 
that she sells to benefit Children’s Hospital 
Boston. When it comes to finishing the 
upstairs, “We’re on the 30-year plan,” Erika 
admits. “The bottom line is that it’s a labor of 
love, and when you get an old home, ‘labor’ is 
the operative word.” Finding humor amid 
the upheaval, she adds jokingly, “It’s like the 
cobbler’s kids who never have any shoes; the 
contractor’s house is never done!” 

Originally painted red, the bathroom received a new coat of earthy green paint to 
accentuate the wide-framed mirror that Erika “couldn’t resist” at the Brimfield Antiques 
and Collectibles Show. The coral-motif picture frame and the floral shower curtain, which 
is hung on a rod held up by salvaged gutter hooks, pick up the mirror casing’s reddish 
hue. The couple also rescued the sturdy chestnut beam from another area of the property 
and repurposed it as a ceiling decoration. Nick built and installed the wainscoting that 
coordinates with the beam’s muted wood tones.

Top: Windows that extend to the ceiling and dark floral drapes hung high help visually 
heighten the master bedroom. A distressed-finish wood screen adds dimension behind 
the head of the beautiful cherry bed, where the family feline, Anonymous, likes to catnap. 
Contrasting the light-background bed quilt, a pooled bed skirt echoes the dark brown hue 
on the upper part of the walls. Erika and Marie put up paintable wallpaper below the chair 
rail; Marie faux-finished the paper, the trimwork and the ceiling with an aging glaze. 

Erika converted this loft overlooking the 
kitchen into a cozy, kid-friendly space 
with an overstuffed couch, a whitewashed 
armoire and a sturdy coffee table. Rustic 
metal accessories and bold patterns in the 
rug and the toss pillows make the area a 
lovely lived-in retreat. H
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